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COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I ANNOUNCES OPENING OF PUNA STRONG ROUND 3 AND 

KĪLAUEA RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM ROUND 2 

 

The County of Hawai‘i and Hawai‘i Community Foundation are pleased to announce additional 

rounds of two significant grant programs aimed at supporting recovery and resilience efforts for 

communities affected by the 2018 Kīlauea eruption on the Island of Hawai‘i. The Puna Strong and 

Kīlauea Recovery Grant Program continue to prioritize the recovery, revitalization, and long-term 

resilience of Puna communities. 

 

Puna Strong: 

Puna Strong, now in its third year, continues its steadfast commitment to disaster preparedness and 

the cultivation of community resilience. Puna Strong provides investment directed towards Puna's 

nonprofit organizations, bolstered by invaluable partnerships with Hawai'i Community Foundation 

(HCF) and the Oak Foundation, this program is poised to extend its positive influence across an 

additional 18-month duration, extending its impact into 2025. 

 

“When disaster strikes, nonprofit organizations are often the first on the ground to deliver critical 

needs to the community,” said HCF’s Program Officer Chelsey Chow. “At Hawai‘i Community 

Foundation, we want to ensure that local organizations can be proactive in preparing for a rapid-

response effort—and the Puna Strong and Kīlauea Recovery programs do just that.” 

 

In addition to access to grant funding, Puna Strong grantee organizations are supported through an 

Organizational Assessment program to further evaluate their growth and impact, Puna Strong grant 

recipients can expect to participate in a learning cohort with other grantees, technical assistance 

workshops, technical training, and site visits.  

 

Nonprofit organizations that are not currently grantees can take the first step by emailing their Letter 

of Interest (LOI) to Chelsey Chow of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation at cchow@hcf-hawaii.org 

by October 16, 2023. After this Letter of Intent stage, new organizations and current grantee 

organizations will be invited to submit full applications, which will be due on November 2, 2023. For 

more information about the program or how to submit an LOI, visit our website at 

recovery.hawaiicounty.gov/multimedia/we-are-puna-strong. 
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Kīlauea Recovery Grant Program: 

The Kīlauea Recovery Grant Program is back with its second round, providing vital recovery funding 

for nonprofits and community groups working on capital improvement projects in response to the 

2018 Kīlauea eruption. Nonprofits and community groups with nonprofit fiscal sponsors can apply 

for grants of up to $500,000 to support projects that rebuild or repair structures and infrastructure 

damaged or destroyed by the eruption, and support and grow programs that serve the communities 

impacted by the 2018 Kilauea eruption. 

 

Initially established in 2020 through an amendment to Hawaiʻi County Code Chapter 2, Article 47, 

the program focused on immediate recovery needs.  In August 2023, further amendments provided 

more flexibility in the second round of the grant program to support ongoing revitalization efforts, 

focus on long-term resilience, and better support our local nonprofit organizations. 

 

Puna Councilwoman Ashley Kierkiewicz, who introduced the bill authorizing the program, 

emphasized its importance: “Empowering community to lead the way in recovery initiatives and 

focus on projects they know will create meaningful impact is vital. While the County is coordinating 

large-scale programs like infrastructure restoration and stewardship of housing buyout properties, 

this approach ensures that community partners receive funding and support they need to help Puna 

recovery and thrive.” 

 

For more information or instructions on how to apply to the Kīlauea Recovery Grant Program, visit 

our website at recovery.hawaiicounty.gov/resources/recovery-grants. 

 

Important Dates: 

Puna Strong Round 3:  

• Letter of Interest period begins: September 22, 2023 

• Letter of Interest deadline is October 16, 2023 

• Online Application Opens to Invited Organizations: October 20, 2023 

• Online Application Due: November 2, 2023 

• Award Letters and Payments are sent December 4, 2023 

 

Kīlauea Recovery Grant Program Round 2: 

• Application period: September 18, 2023 

• Application deadline: October 27, 2023 

• Decision announcement: November 2023 

• First award installments: January 2024 

 

Both programs aim to strengthen the long-term resilience of the Puna community and deepen 

networks and partnerships aligned with the goals of recovery and community well-being. 

For more information and to access application materials, please visit our Kīlauea Recovery Website 

at recovery.hawaiicounty.gov/resources/recovery-grants. 

 

We encourage eligible nonprofit organizations to apply for these opportunities and to make a lasting 

impact on the recovery and resilience of the affected communities. Together, we can rebuild and 

create a stronger, more resilient future for the Island of Hawai'i. 
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